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| stances connected with his death, were quite correct. 
| my request he jotted down on a card the names of several 
| places in India, including that at which the colonel was 


Prick One Penny. 


At 


=æ | killed, and on this being shown to the medium, she at once 
| picked out the correct word. She was unable, however, on 
| this occasion to identify a photograph of the colonel, which 
| had been furnished to me, and could only say “it was like 
| him.” ‘The reason assigned by her was that she met the 
| figure in the lobby, which was dark at the time, and could 


SPIRIT IDENTITY, 


THE CASE OF COLONEL A——. 
By EDINA. 


PREFATORY NOTE, 
Tur medium by whose hand this, and the messages to be 
afterwards dealt with, have been written, is my daughter. 
Since the year 1876, when she was aged nine, she has been | 
totally deaf, but retains the gift of speech. She is of a | 
lymphatic temperament, and very guileless and simple | 
minded, Since the spring of 1890 she has become a power- 
ful clairvoyant, clairaudient, and writing medium. All her 
powers have been developed in the home circle, and she is 
not permitted to exercise her gifts except among ourselves, 


or on very rare occasions at the house of a select friend. 
Her “inner vision” is now very clear, and the clairaudience 


not see the form very distinctly. 


Since that time she has had many visits from the colonel, 
and on 2nd February last I took her to the Reference Library 
(which is open only to ratepayers), and showed her a page of 
the /llustrated London News for the year 1880, containing 
two portraits. Covering up the names, I asked if she had 
ever seen any of those persons, and she at once put her finger 
on the right one, and said, “That is Colonel A——.” The 
existence of this portrait had only been discovered by myself 
a short time previously, and was the result of a long and 
careful search, This is, so far as known to me, the only copy 
of the News available here, as I find that all the clubs aud 


(which only extends to the spiritual world) extremely good. 
During the time she is engaged in automatic writing she 


libraries sell their illustrated papers annually, [need hardly 
say this volume was never iu the possession of the medium, 


informs us that she sees nothing, being enveloped for the | and she could not obtain access to it without my intervention, 


time in a white, vapoury clond, which does not enable | 


herto read a word of what she is penning. We have now 
in our possession seven thick note-books filled with messages 
‘automatically written by her, and purporting to be from 
 denizens of the other world. The greater portion of these 
are mundane in their character, relating to past or present, 
but disclosing identity and personality, while many details 
given, which were unknown to us at the time, have beeu 
subsequently verified on inquiry. 
With these preliminary remarks I now proceed to deal 
_ with the first of our recent cases—that of Colonel A——, I 
may here note that **A" is not the correct initial of the name 
of this officer, as for obvious reasons it is not desirable to dis- 
close the identity of persons who have passed from earth life 
within the last ten or twelve years. The name of this officer 
- is herewith sent for editorial verification, and also a note of 
. the page of the newspaper where his life history is detailed 
. as after mentioned. 
— [n June last an officer who had seen much active service 
in the army, and had taken part in at least two impor- 
tant campaigns in the East, visited us to examine some 
automatic messages. In the course of his visit he in- 
ully told me he was very anxious to ** open up com- 
with an officer who had been a dear friend, and 
d in his arms on the battlefield. The name of 
the battle at which he was killed, were not 
As he was going to London I suggested he 
a certain medium, whose address he got, to 
igible results would follow. 
night following this visit my wife sat alone (as 
to get messages by the table. In the course 
ere came to her a communication purporting 
our visitor of the previous night. The 
g the table was, however, quite unable 
iereupon my wife said, “If you have 
self to my daughter, who is in the 
' be able to know who you are," The 
once stopped, and in a very short 
to her mother, who had still 
1 officer has come to me 
his name is Colonel A——, 


4 


Colonel A is now a very frequent visitor to our 

| medium, He meets her in the street, walks by her side, 
comes to her in her room, and has been the means of bring- 
ing a large number of other officers over on the “ other 
| side" to write messages by her hand. These communica- 
tions will be dealt with in the order in which they came. 
The colonel has also written several messages by the hand of 
| our family medium. His earlier communications were not so 
| full of details of his life history as I could have desired, but 
during Christmas week a message covering three pages of 
the note-book was given. It is most convincing on the ques- 
tion of identity, and contains a full account of the leading 
events of his life history, from the date when he entered 
the army in 1854, down to its tragic close in 1880, A 
diligent search of the files of the 7'mes and [lustrated 
London News during this last mentioned year enabled me to 
verify the whole message, and every date and leading event 
spoken to are correct. There is throughout the communi- 
cation clear evidence by the use of military phrases and 
terminology that the writer had spent his life in the army; 
the message discloses personality, and gives a most concise 
and coherent sketch of a distinguished military career. The 
colonel affectionately alludes to his former comrade in arms, 
who had visited us, and makes it abundantly clear that a very 
strong tie of attachment existed between them in earth life. 
There remains only to be noticed one peculiar defect in 
this case, viz., the refusal or failure of the “communicator” 
to reply to three test questions submitted to us by the 
gentleman before referred to, and which, on more than one 
occasion, have been put by the medium to the “Colonel,” 
but without result. Again and again he has said he would 
answer these “all in good time,” and at his last visit he told 
the medium to “wait” and it “would be all right." The 
why or the wherefore is difficult to understand, except 
on the assumption that memory is as often defective on the 
other side as it is here, That has been my experience in 
several gases where the evidence of identity was very strong, 
and with these remarks I must leave this part of the case, as 

an unsolved problem in psychology. 

Your readers are now in possession of all the facts of the 
case, and I have only to point out (1) that the medium was 


und in the throat, as | only twelve years old when the war occurred in which the 
She tried to | Colonel was killed ; (2) that none of us ever heard of bim 
he ghostly visitor | before he appeared on the scene in June, 1892; (3) that 
remember the | the volume containing his obituary-notice aud portrait was 
iption | found by me after a long search, and in a place to which the 
= | medium could not have access without my intervention as a 

yer; and (4), what is perhaps the best point of all, 
osition is such that she would not take the 


[ "NUT cum- 
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trouble either to write a message or to verify it, unless she 
was moved by controlling powers from “ the other side,” 

I have only to ndd that the handwriting in the messages 
is not at all like that of the Colonel in earth life, a specimen 
of which has been shown to me. 

This is our normal experience of automatic writing. 
However clear the internal evidence may be of the identity 
of the writer, he or she is rarely able to reproduce the 
earthly script. Ont of many hundreds of messages, I can 
only put my finger on about a dozeu in which the earthly 
caligraphy and signature have been reproduced. 

(To be continued.) 
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THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF MODERN 
SPIRITUALISM. 


By Jawes ROBERTSON. 


LORD LINDSAY'S TESTIMONY. 


Manvrrrovs indeed was the progress of the Spiritual move- 
ment in Great Britain the first twenty years—that is, from 
1850 to 1870, Real, tangible, and positive facts bad been 
witnessed in many a home, and so believers banded together 
and formed societies for investigation, and thus what had only 
been read about ag a something afar off and mysterious 
became part of their lives, and therefore of more value than 
all theories which humanity bad concocted. So many had 
no real rest, no glimpse of light from Book or Church, and 
the scientific materialism which was rampant failed to 
nourish, Spiritualism came and revived the old religious 
feelings which had waned in many a heart, and stimulated 
ihe Jatent fire, In their own homes people had opened the 
door without the help of any ecclesiastic, and the loved ones 
entering in, opened the eyes, taught grand lessons, com- 
forting the sad, and admonishing kindly what was wrong. 
People were taught clearly to stand alone, not to lean on 
church orpriest, but to “ bethemselves," manly and womanly. 
One single echo, a tiny rap from the loved ones, was cf more 
value hook revelations, more comforting than what 
without evidence were simply speculations. What loads of 
doubt and despair were slowly dissipated by the new gospel ! 
It helped men ones again to look upward and feel that 
there was indeed love and wisdom in this world of ours, 
that death was really promotion to many, and no curse. It 
got right down to the souls of men and women, and brought 
out new and bright features in their lives. Truly the Christ 
had come again in most unlocked for fashion, not at univer- 
sity gates, or in pompous cathedrals, but in the homes of the 
many, It bad B xdbexhted our country in a few years, 
and although many who felt its influence were silent and 
afraid to speak out except among themselves, still there 
were numbers of brave souls who could not be still, for the 


within 
previous papers | have given the names of men 
science and asaya spoke that which 
there wore crowds of common people who 
spent themselves in the work of pro- 
jl, Manchester, Newcastle, here in 
3 and towns there were men 
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thus had no other idea than that what was narrated was a 
mere delusion, The reported marvels were incredible, because 
not in accordance with their ordinary experiences. And thus 
in reply to this talk the London Dialectical Society appointed 
a committee to investigate the phenomena alleged to be 
spiritual manifestations, and report thereon, The committea 
originally numbered!some thirty, and Professor Huxley and 
George Henry Lewes were invited to co-operate, but Huxley, 
wise and penetrating, had not found spirit in his investiga- 
tion of the mystery of Nature, and so it could not exist, No 
doubt he had said brave words condemnatory of people 
denying what they had not seen but which might be pos. 
sible in other realms, but when he came to Spiritualism, wel], 
“Here he drew the line.” He would not look at all, but 
sent what I would say advisedly was one of the silliest 
letters ever penned by a cultured man. It is one of thoss 
things which after generations will wonder at, that such a 
noble mind allowed prejudice -to obscure his ordinarily 
tolerant spirit, and write, when he was invited to join in the 
investigation, first that he had no time, which might have 
been passed over as a sufficient reason, but he added: “} 
take no iuterest in the subject; supposing the phenomena 
to be genuine, they do not interest me;” and he says the 
only case of Spiritualism he had examined for himself was. 
as gross an imposture as ever came under his notice, 
Surely if gennine and true, a student of Nature like bim 
should baye found them full of interest as much as the 
* yeast plant,” “A piece of chalk,” and other subjects on 
which he has written so lucidly. He lost sight of the 
fact that other men of status, educated and scientific 
like himself, went into the investigation with a s 
prejudice against it, feeling that it must be based on 
credulity and fraud, but who, the more carefully they 
examined the subject, the more convinced they became as to 
the reality of the facts. Such a letter was a sneer to his 
fellow associates, who had worked in the realm of Spir. 
tualism, and who had got sweet satisfaction. Who would 
say that he was treating the subject fairly to prejudge n 
case and scatter obnoxious hints? Was this likely to help | 
in the settlement of a matter which deeply concerns the whole 
of mankind? Dr. Kerner, in Germany, bad the same kindof 
treatment to meet when he examined the case of the Sceress 
of Preyorst. The scientitic men called him a silly dupe, In 
return he told his critics that they might have come and 
seen for themselves by merely crossing the brook, but 
instead of doing that they all ran to their homes, and got 
upon their high stools, and began writing about her case, 
Folly has indeed ofttimes been associated with great names, 
and in no instance more marked than in this letter of 
Professor Huxley. 
The letter of George Henry Lewes, the helpmate and 
counsellor of George Eliot, was equally curt and valueless, 
but the committee set to their work not dicam a7 
any refusals, Some good names were amongst them, 
G, Atkinson, the friend and coadjutor for many years of 
Harriet Martineau--a man who kept to the fringe of tho | 
subject for years, sometimes Joud in defence and at other 
times critical aud sceptical; Dr, Maurice Davies, who 
had written “Orthodox and Heterodox London,” who wis 
many years before he got the length of publicly declaring 
himself a Spiritualist; materialistic thinkers like Dr, 
e and Charles Bradlaugh ; Sergeant Cox, a popular 
judge and a successful newspaper proprietor, who had sem 
much of the phenomena; at “sittings” he talked to the 
dear spirits ” ; when away ho talked of ** psychic force," but 
a mau of clear brain who held not back at any time from 

luring what he had seen. Then there was tho great 


Alfred Russel Wallace, who has done the caus 
ble | name bein 


iever in 


| 
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he saw Home while entranced elongated eleven inches. He 
repeated the experiment only to find it confirmed. That 
night he missed his train and so got a shakedown in Home's 
room. Here he sawa female figure. He asked Home what 
he saw, when he said “A woman looking at you.” Then she 
faded away. He said that he had frequently seen Home go 
to the fire and take out red hot coals, carry them about in 
his hands, and then put them inside bis shirt; and that 
eight times he, Lord Lindsay himself, held red hot coals in 
his hands without injury, And then he told what seems 
hard of eredence, but what has been corroborated by the 

t Earl of Dunraven, a member of Lord Salisbury's late 
Government, and others. He saw a window move up, and 
Home float out and into the air eighty-five feet from 
the ground and come in by another window. This was 
only in keeping with other parts of his evidence, where he 
saw him in full light standing in the air seventeen inches 
from the ground. 

When asked had he ever obtained any information not 
known to the medium or any one present at the time, Lord 
Lindsay told the following: “A friend of mine was very 
anxious to discover the will of his grandmother, who had 
been dead forty pee but could not even find the certificate 
of her death. 1 went with him to the Marshalls [to whom 
I have referred in previous articles] and we had a séance. 
We sat at a table, and soon the raps came, My friend then 
asked his questions mentally. He went over the alphabet 
himself, or sometimes I did so, not knowing the question. 
We were told the will bad been drawn by a man named 
William Walker, who lived in Whitechapel. The name of 
the street and the number of the house were given. We 
went to Whitechapel, found the man, and subsequently 
through his aid obtained a copy of the draft. He was quite 
unknown to us, and had not always lived in that locality, 
for he had once seen better days. The medium could not 
possibly have known anything about the matter, and even if 
she had, her knowledge would have been of no avail as all 
the questions were mental ones.” This was surely a clear 
bit of evidence to come from a man of weight and integrity. 

‘Spiritualists at intervals have met with similar facts which 
have to be faced, aud the only way to meet them is the 
recognition that outside ourselves there are persons who 
know more than we, and through mediums send the intelli- 
gence needed, This is no isolated case like Jesus and the 
"woman of Samaria, but similar things could be vouched for 
“amongst almost any body of Spiritualists. I know of several 
‘such, should have mentioned that Lord Lindsay and his 
family were familiar with what is called second-sight, 

(To be continued.) 
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THE WATCH TOWER PAPERS.—No. IV. 
HINDERING HELPERS, è 


army there is attracted a large number of followers, 
h unattached to-the main body, neverthe- 

| manage to live thereon, in a fashion satisfactory to 
i Generally these “unattached” are mere vam- 
jas willing to prey upon their friends as to loot 
when opportunity presents. Under many a 
loyalty to the force they have primarily 
mselves with, they often make their officious 
nere cloak for serving their selfish ends, with 
when caught in the act, a musket ball will 
all accounts with them, and rid the camp 


lves ‘under the plea of aiding the 
they be dealt with? The task 
elicate. To question the apparent 
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75 
its leading apostle we have had the unpleasant experience of 
meetings for public services, with all the appearance of 
societary efforts, held in private houses, reports sent to our 
papers, and the money collected at these assemblies comfort- 
ably shared between the speaker and the tenaut of the 
house. No control, no committee, no guarantee for any- 
thing. In cases where no other meeting is held in the town, 
and where a house is thrown open for the good of the 
cause, and is thus the only opening for the presentation 
of our philosophy, one may feel grateful for such a meeting 
place, and one need not grudge a financial recompense 
for wear and tear of goods and chattels, But, what 
can be said where the situation is quite the opposite ? 
Where there are not only one but two or even three regularly 
constituted Spiritual societies, and a stranger to the town, or 
a seceder from one of the societies, coolly announces public 
services and circles, in a “ Progressive Spiritual Hall," that 
are simply a private speculation of the promoters What is 
to be done in such case? A public protest must surely be 
justifiable, stating that the regularly organised bodies of 
Spiritualists in the town will not recognise the effort until it 
is placed upon the proper basis of organised formation. Our 
people should be warned not to support those who, leech- 
like, have attached themselves to us to suck our blood, 
divert support, and weaken the power of our public work. 
Our National Federation should be posted on such matters, 
and issue a manifesto, The “hindering helpers” need to 
bave a little light let in upon their methods, then Spiri- 
tualists can be left to decide whether they will support effi- 
cient and honest societary work, where accounts are audited, 
where the people who support the work have every assurance 
that their money is honestly used for the purposes for which 
it is subscribed, and with the added safeguard that the 
workers engaged will not disgrace them or their cause by 
platform incompetency or personal impropriety. For such 


things are indeed hindering helps to the extension of our 
noble work. SENTINEL. 


———— 


THE HAUNTED HOUSE OF BEN’S HOLLOW. 
By “Anita AND LENNARD.” 


IN THREE PARTS, 


Part If.—Tue Artist's STORY. 


How long we might have remained in Genoa I know not had 
we been masters of our own time, but unfortunately we had 
to return to our work again, and our holidays drew to a close 
all too soon for us both. 

A few days before we left an incident occurred that im- 
pressed me so much that I wrote it down at the time, and 
can therefore give it with more accuracy than if I spoke 
from memory alone. 

We had been invited to a large party given by an 
Italian family of distinction in Genoa, friends of Madame 
De Marteville. There was amongst the guests a certain 
French doctor, a man of science and author of several im- 
portant works, who had recently engaged in studying the 
subject of hypnotism and hypnotic suggestion, as he pre- 
ferred to call it. He had adopted the views of that school 
of thinkers who hold that the whole of the phenomena of 
Spiritualism and kindred subjects are nothing more than the 
transference of thoughts from the brain of the operator (or 
some one present with him) to the brain of the subject, and 
that it affords no proof whatever of the existence of any 
agency outside our own minds. He even denied thut in 

hypnotism or mesmerism any fluid, such as ether, or anything 
whatever passed from the mesmerist to the person he mes- 
merised. In fact, that any one, by merely regarding a bright 


revolving metal dise could hypnotise themselves, and thus 


themselves in a position to receive any suggestions 


(repe minds with which they came in contact, 


This gentlemen, whom I will call Dr. L—, first attracted 


A | my attention from my overhearing a somewhat animated dis- 

cussion he was engaged in with another gentlemau in a corner 

of the room near where I was standing, and as the subject 
interested me, I drew closer to hear what he would say. 

gentleman with whom he was arguing was a retired 

er, of strong conservative views, and a rooted 

hat he termed “new favgled nonsense," and 
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as mine; and one of the guests (I forget who) suggested that like, and the house has faded behind ma; it grows dark, the 


if Dr. L— would give us a practical demonstration of his 
powers it would be the most sntisfactory argument of all, 
and that the best way would be for the officer, whose name 
was Captain Maldon, to pick out the person to be hypnotised 
from amongst those whom he kuew to be free from all sus- 
picion of being in collusion with Dr, L—, and for the other 
persons present to suggest to the doctor what the sensitive 
should be asked to do. It was proposed that the tests to be 
given should be written on slips of paper by one of those 
present and handed to the doctor by Captain Maldon. The 
doctor would then read them over to himself and “suggest” 
mentally to his hypnotised subject what to do, 

After some little debate this was ngreed to, and a sister- 
in-law of Captain Maldon's was proposed, as being quite un- 
known to Dr. L—. This lady was a quiet-looking person of 
about forty-five or so, and was on her way back to England 
with her husband, a country squire, who had been spending 
his summer in Switzerland, and was now returning to his 
home They had only arrived in Genoa a few days before on 
n visit to some friends, and were total strangers to Dr. L—. 
Captain Maldon and the squire both agreed that there would 
be no “hocus pocus” with this lady, and we all awaited the 
result of the experiment with much interest. Dr. L— simply 
requested that we would all remain as quiet and passive as 

possible, and on no account get excited. He asked six people 
to write down on slips of paper what they wished her to do, 
and then to fold them up and band them to him. He then 
placed an arm-chair a little apart from the company and 
seated Mrs, Humphreys in it, and as he had not any 
of the revolving discs he spoke of with him, he proposed to 
make a few passes over her to induce sleep. Captain Maldon 
laughed nnd said, * Oh! yes, do anything you like; you may 
pir away as long as you please over her head—that won't 
elp you much.” 
At first Mrs, Humphreys sat quite unaffected by the 
doctors magnetism, then her head sank forward, and she 
seemed to all appearance asleep. Dr. L— motioned to Cap- 
tain Maldon to hand him one of the slips of paper, which he 
read over mentally, keeping one band lightly resting on the 
lady's head. She shivered and moved uneasily, and then 
Tose and went over to the piano, like one walking in sleep, 
and took a flower from a vase and gave it to our hostess ; 
then the doctor willed her to do something else, and she 
went over to the table, took up a book, opened it at a certain 
page, and pointed to the third line. A nod from the Captain 
‘siguified this was right; and then Dr. L— took another slip 
of paper and, without touching Mrs. Humphreys, “willed her” 
to execute this test. This time she returned to the end of 
the room where sat, and after standing in an uncertain way 
for a moment, she walked up to where Aimée sat and took 
hor fan from her hand aud began to cross the room again. 
With a growing expression of wonder Captain Maldon nodded 
1 xh ns SLN r to de and ae another of 
Ahe paper Mra, Humphreys sto suddenly, 
and s to become greatly agitated; she held the fan 

hich I now noticed was a very curious-looking one, evidently 
made partly of old lace, and indeed, as 
ds, it was the one she had found in 


ake looks gloomy, such dark brown water—marsh water." 
Her voice died away, and she dropped the fan with 4 
shudder and covered her eyes with her hands, then in a voice 
of terror almost, she exclaimed, ** Who is that dark shadow 
Why does he come here?” Then in a whisper she said, 
“He is following some one, He is following a young man, n 
tall fair young man with curling hair; he goes with him every. 
where, it seems to be all round him, this dark shadow,” 
Again she paused, and then spoke once more. — ' Now I seo 
two more people and I see the lake again, and the fair youn, 
man stands by it; those other two come down the steps aud 
along the path to him. It is a girl and a young man, a dark. 
haired young man, The girl has a dark blue dress on and 4 
basket in her hand, a small basket, and she has something 
white like a shawl in the other hand ; they are talking, and 
their heads are close together; they don't see the fair young 
man yet, but he sees them, and his face changes and 
he looks at them with such hate, Why don't they go back] 
I can't move to make them, They have reached the lake 
now, there is a boat on the shore, the fair young man stands 
by the boat and helps the girl into it; as she gets in she 
hands him the shawland basket. Ah, the shawl has slipped 
and fallen into the water, the dark man has lifted it out and 
gets into the boat too. They are out on the lake now. The 
girl sits in the stern and steers the boat, the dark young may 
sits and rows and looks at her, the other—the fair one—is in 
the bow, he looks angry and sits silent and sullen, There 
is another man jn the boat, a dark shadow like a man ; a short 
man with broad shoulders wrapped in a cloak ; I can’t seo his 
face, he has something oyer it, He whispers in the ear of 
the fair man and points to a Jong knife he has; the fair mau 
takes up the knife, and the dark shadow beside him seems to 
wrap himself all round the other till they look like one, | 
can hardly see the fair young man, he is lost in the darkness 
of the other, What! What is he going to do? Oh, what 
is it? Stop him, some one! He will kill the other; he has 
the knife in his hand and is trying to stab the other. The girl 
sees it and screams, and they are all struggling together, and 
that dark shadow seems to be over them all—they are all in 
darkness, Oh, stop it, some one, stop them. Will no one stop 
them ; it is a murder I see—a murder.” With a great cry of 
horror Mrs. Humphreys threw up her arms and then sank 
insensible on the floor. 

In a moment the ladies were all round her, offering her 
smelling silts, fanning her, etc., and it was some minutes 
before Dr. L— could restore order and get Mrs, Humphreys 
carried into a little anteroom where it was quiet. He then 
made a few passes over her in an upward direction, and alter 
a few convulsive shivers she regained consciousness, but was 
so much shaken by the extraordinary experience she had 
passed through that she preferred to return home at once, 
and there, as far as the public were concerned, the matter 
rested. There were of course fifty explanations offered, the 
most popular being the thought-reading-hypnotic one. Dn 
L— being held by most to have proved that there was such 
a thing as thought transference, it being considered that Mr, 
Humphreys’ vision of the house, the lake, and the murder 
was just a mixture of the ideas existing in the minds of the 
other guests, her previous performances in oarrying the books, 
etc., as “suggested,” being held to prove the Doctor's theory 
most satisfactorily. | 


mecha deed his brother-in-law were by no means | 
‘so readily satisfied, however, and the former more thin ' 
hinted there must be some trickery practised by Dr, L—_ 
though he confessed it was beyond his power to find it ou 
and he felt his sister-in-law had bee! of fa. 
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CONSEQUENCES: NOT FORGIVENESS. 
A WISE AND SPIRITUAL SERMON ON SIN. 
By Rev. B. J. SNELL. 

I REMEMBER once asking a scholarly and diligent minister 

who often helped me with advice in the early days: “ How 

do you deal with sin?” To which he replied: “I don’t deal 

with it—I leave it alone.” My brethren, I cannot do that. 

l cannot come here and preach to you only of the God of 
sunshine and flowers, singing-birds, and little children; I 

cannot speak to you only of the beauty of this mansion 

of God, of the many smiling oceans, and the innumerable 
streaming of the stars. I must declare to you the whole 
counsel of God as it finds me; and I say plainly to you, God 
is not a God of feeble good-nature who shuts His eyes to sin. 
He hates sin with an inexpressible hatred, and in His hand 
the Father all-loving bears a rod wherewith to chastise the 
sinner, And I am sure of this, because punishment is linked 
so inexorably with sin. Plato said that sin and punishment 
are twins who walk through the world with their heads tied 
together; but the connection is closer even than that. Sin 
and punishment are as inseparable as the substance and its 
shadow in the broad noon sunshine, Take this sheet of 
paper, cut it thin, thinner, thin as the airiest tissue ; it still 
has two sides, always two sides. This side is sin, that side 
punishment. And by thus yoking them so inevitably I think 
God has given us an object-lesson whereby to learn what sin 
really is and how terrible it is. 

THE OERTAINTY OF RETRIBUTION, 

The gospel of forgiveness does not mean impunity, 
remission from the consequences of sin. ‘‘Whatsoever a 
man soweth that shall he reap,” be he saint or be he sinner. 
That is the everlasting law of God expressed in facts which 
lie not; and neither your prayers nor mine, nor Christ’s 
Gospel itself, can abrogate that law. Mr, Page Roberts, in 
a recent volume of sermons which are masterly because 
so seltrestrained, says: “You may as well argue with a 
Nasmyth’s hammer as it falls, or murmur dulcet words of 
peace to the thundering avalanche, as seek to interfere with 
the retribution which is inseparable from sin.” 

The laws of Nature, which are simply the mind and will 
of God expressed in facts, show that punishment is certain. 
They say, “Conform to our conditions, or you will suffer.” 
There are cases in which we cannot trace this, just as there 
are rays beyond the spectrum invisible to us; but they still 
exist, God wants us to be men, and He does not raise His 

Jinger to save us from the effects of our own folly. If He did, 
the earth would soon be peopled exclusively with fools; the 
moral fibre would shrivel out of men; character would be a 
boneless pulp, and worship a mindless posturing.* But the 
Lord God is not a languid Eli, who merely shukes his head 
condoningly over the excesses of His children, This world 
is no lotus land of soft yoices and irresponsible dalliance. 
“Took,” cries Nature, “at the broken beings who stagger into 
premature collapse, who ‘burdened crawl towards death’; 
those bright, wild days, when they defied results, have 
wrought their revenge. It may have been more thought- 
lessness than actual badness, yet that did not save them.” 

Bo sure of this,” cries common-sense, “every offence against 

dy has its punishment as a seed within its heart, 

n is a step towards death, and no praying will stop 

es are full of the sins of his youth, which shall 
him in the dust.” God's law will be fulfilled. 
è cannot send back the shadow on the dial, no 
ruents can obliterate the traces on mind and 


some form or other; it made its mark 
ice which stands behind the eyes. 


is the measure of God's hatred of sin. Why should I beat 
the air in uttering futile words, when God has written it 
large in facts? ‘Be not deceived, God is not mocked, for 
whatsoever a man soweth that shall he reap.” 

I do not wonder that the deeply-wrought consciences of 
our fathers, trying to find some adequate symbol of the 
eternal woe and heinousness of sin, spoke of undying flames, 
Oh! the helplessness of the preacher! What can he say, 
but what you already know? What are my words but 
flimsy rubbish? The first blast of temptation sweeps them 
from your memories like straws, We all know that sin is 
mad folly leading to ruin; but temptation stretches out its 
long arms and clutches us; and lo! all words of warning 
are forgotten, all the fine things we have thought are burnt 
up in the furnace of inclination. We all know that sin is 
slavery, and yet, alas! we put our necks beneath the yoke, 


Brethren, I will say no word about the horrors of the pit, 
about hell's flames and curses, I have tried to keep my 
sentences within the bounds of sobriety, for the theme itself 
is solemn. But it is of no use to ory “ Peace, peace," when 
there is no peace. Remember this. We can never undo 
what we have done; Almighty God cannot do that, cannot 
make it as though we had never done that thing. (True, and 
therefore ** the Lamb of God” cannot “take away the sins of 
the world.”] Every sin means loss of power. If I lose time 
I cannot make it up. “Oh yes! by greater work and con- 
stant effort.” No, no; if we are capable of greater effort, we 
could still have put it forth even if we had not lost thnt time. 
If we engrain evil desires in our souls, it will take long to 
erase them ; men have to wrestle and pray, *even to the 
shedding of blood," to hold in tendencies grown strong 
through past indulgence. Forgiveness may be won, but all 
the power spent in redeeming ourselves from the evil that 
enslaved us might have lifted the soul higher. The best 
that we can do, but for that past, would have been better, 
Something is lost never to,be found again, even though our 
feet be set straight for the Morning Land. 

[It seems pitiful that the above clear-cut and condensed 
wisdom, which gives the lie direct to the so-called “ plan of 
salvation by the atoning blood,” should have tagged on to it 
the superstitious conclusion as follows: 

What shall I say? “Behold the Lamb of God who 
taketh away the sin of the world!” That poor, tear-stained, 
woe-stricken brother, Christ; stricken through the heart 
with our transgressions ; Christ, in whose eyes were the pas- 
sion and peace of Paradise, came to give freedom to the 
slave, forgiveness to the sinner, salvation to the world. ‘The 
wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.”—Christian World Pulpit 

[How lame and impotent the conclusion! How the 
science, philosophy, and sound sense of all the preceding 
utterances are stultified and set at nought by dragging in 
these poor sectarian catch-words and cant phrases of 
orthodoxy. Mr. Snell the philosopher shall answer Mr. 
Snell the theologian. 

The everlasting law of God is expressed in facts which 
cannot lie, Christ's gospel cannot abrogate the law of con- 
sequences. Retribution is inseparable from sin. What then 
is the remedy? Not “Behold the Lamb.” Not acceptance 

of the claim that Jesus can give forgiveness to the sinner, 
but “conform to our conditions,” “the mind and will of God 
expressed in fact.” “God wants us to be men, He does not 
raise a finger to save us from the effects of our folly,” etc. 
True, Mr. Snell. Neither does He offer us salvation through 
the Lamb. We must cease to do evil, and learn to do well. 
Every act of wrong leaves its scar behind, but every effort to 
do right helps to wipe out that scar. We must learn to sow 
good seed, and step heavenward, even if it be through sin 
that we learn to feel the need of reform, and regain our 
spiritual freedom through repentance and tears. 
Spiritualism reveals the path of eterna progress open to 


every one who wi//s to reach the ideal life, It does not limit 
man's power to become intelligent, obedient, and wise. 
Death introduces the soul into the realm of consequences, 
where men reap all the harvest of their pure thoughts, and 
in | earnest and noble motives, and where the dross gets 
“Black blown away, and even the sufferings consequent upon folly 
DROK | become finally transmuted into a cause of rejoicing. “God 
wants us to be men," to grow strong, wise, and self-reliant, 
and 3 to learn by our foll: t to save us from 
even sin must serve the pur- 
prompt us to love and 
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DO THE DEAD RETURN? 


Tus opening months of 1893 will long be memorable for the 
outburst of Spiritualism, and the publication of Mr, Stead's 
testimony to the reality of the intercourse, as also for 
the statements made by Rev. Haweis, and Dr. Parkers 
absurdly illogical open letter to Mr. Stead. Now comes 
another reverend gentleman who affirms that the dead do 
returo, but, unfortunately, has not the courage to put 
his name to his testimony. Ashcroft and men of his stamp 
will be left stranded on the mud of Materialism directly. 
The facts of spirit existence and intercourse are being 
admitted all along the line. 

“A Clergyman of the Church of England” has just 
published through Mr. Fisher Unwin a book entitled, * Do 
the Dead Return?” price 2s. 6d. Till some three years ago he 
ascribed Spiritaalistic phenomena partly to sel(-delusions and 
subjective impressions of particular minds, partly to fraud 
and trickery. But after investigation he came to the conclu- 
sion that “the so-called dead return, and are able, under 
certain conditions, to hold intercourse with the living.” 

Here ia one instance, says the Northern Daily Telegraph, 
which he records of intercourse by spirit knocks— 

On one occasion the text of my sermon was given to me at once, 
but to my matonishment not in the words of the authorised version, 
which I had quoted, but in that of the revised versiun, of which I was 


then quite oe I only afterwards, by reference to other books 
discovered that the rendering of the text in the revised version was n 


much better and more correct one I asked, " What is your opinion 
respecting the thoughts | jena Answer : “They are right and 
true, but they were not all your own.” “Whence, then, did they 
come!” “From spirits who assist you and influence your mind ; who 
would assist you much more effectually if your mind were more passive, 
You must bs lees anxious in your writing and preparation ; trust more 
to spiritual help and influence.” 

He adds that this advice has been given him repeatedly 
iu pees places and by spirits speaking through different 
media. 

For a long time our author doubted the trustworthiness 
of the evidence regarding spirit writing. But seeing is 
believing, and conviction with him soon took the place of 
scepticism. One instance is thus recorded— 

At last we heard the Bh ie Movement of connected writing, 
followed sharp and empbatic taps, “Shall we 
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side the reach of any element of doubt. 
elapsed when I was told by the controlling spirit that a young man had 
drawn quite close up to my chair, and that he appeared extremely 
anxious to communicate with me. I made two or three unsuccessful 
attempts at identification, and was asking for n fuller description, when 
my wife—who, I may add, had only seen a photograph of the person 
concerned—called out the name of E „a young friend of mine who 

ed away some little time previously. Three loud and emphatic 
taps on the table announced the correctuess of her guesa, 


ASA MEE 
A BRIDGE TO THE UN:EEN 
Is the title of a significant article in Z'he Christian World 
for February 9, to which we would add 
SPIRITUALISM THE KEYSTONE OF THE ARCH, 


At last the despised and rejected phenomena are being 
recognised and reckoned with. “The stone rejected by the 
builders” is about to be placed in its rightful position, Our 
contention that modern mediumship aud spiritual pheno. 
mena supplement and make believable the testimony con. 
tained in the Bible records is now being admitted on gll 
hands. Fresh evidence concerning man’s relation to tho 
spirit world would be “a reinforcement to faitb," and 
“an immense boon to multitudes of perplexed minds," 
In those few words the necessity for and utility of our work 
as Spiritualists is admirably presented, and we are justified 
by “our friends the enemy” for our long and arduous 
labours. : 


Not many minutos had 


THE FLOWING TIDE IS WITH US, 


Spiritualists, we are on the “up grade." Our facts are 
winning recognition all along the line, and will command the 
respect of thoughtful and spiritually-minded people the 
world over. While we rejoice that our triumph has come, 
we must look to it that we maintain the dignity of our 
cause. The success which has so far rewarded our labours 
must incite us to 

REDOUBLED EFFORTS, 

to promote the spread of our principles, Spiritualists, the 
future is yours if you will rise to the requirements of the 
hour, and recognise your duty to maintain the highest 
possible standard, and to represent our spiritual ideals at its 
best both by worthy lives, sincere motives, spiritual 
endeavours, and thus to bring about such helpful and loving 
angel ministry by “ goodness and purity,” as will enable 
the wise and noble souls of the higher life to lead us to the 
table-lands of wisdom and love. 


* A BRIDGE TO THE UNSEEN. 


Ts the present age about to receive, on a great scale, 
fresh evidence concerning man's relation to the spirit world 
There is no doubt that such a reinforcement to faith would 
be an immense boon to multitudes of perplexed minds 
The fact has to be faced that, despite all the argumenta of 
theologians, the supernatural element in the Scriptures, and 
the important Church doctrines founded thereon, have, with 
a large section of the thinking world, been of lato falling 
into discredit. Hume's famous contention that miracles are 
contrary to our experience, while false or mistaken evidence 
is not, has somehow stuck in the throat of the present 
generation. It has made men prodigiously sceptical on the 
subject of Scripture testimony. When Renan declares that 
Christ’s career came to an end with his last sigh upon the 
cross, and when Strauss demonstrates to his own satisfaction 
how the myth of the resurrection arose, many people ure 
‘disposed to take it for granted that the witness of the 
evangelists, of St. Paul, and of the early church bas boen 
finally disposed of. Mr. Leslie Stephen, in his recentl 
published volume of essays, maintains that ‘the who! 
wiser (of the future world) bas become go shadowy and un- 
certain that its hopes and its terrors cease alike to have any 


Mr. Buchanan, in ono of his latest 
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challenge to Christianity then is, if it would bring the world | the really cultured and sane mind of the age, and which 


back to genuine belief in its supernatural histories, to 
PRODUCE CORROBORATIVE EVIDENCE 
from temporary phenomena. Mr. Stephen, in the essays | 
just nlluded to, declares that theology is unable to 
scientifically prove one single point of its contention about 
the supernatural, 
“The remarkable feature of the present position is that 
exactly upon this crucial point a large and constantly in- 
creasing body of witnesses, whom it would be very difficult 
to conyict either of fraud or of imbecility, are coming forward 
to declare that the evidence demanded, and declared im- 
possible of production, is actually accessible. Our readers 
may remember a book by Florence Marryat, to which we a 
short time ago drew attention, entitled ‘There is no Death,’ 
in which the well-known authoress relates her experience of 
intercourse with departed friends, her dead daughter amongst 
them, on evidence which she declares as good as any which 
Stanley could produce of the truth of his assertions about 
his Central African forest. Mr, W. T. Stead is a man 
generally supposed to have his wits about him, aud he is now 
furnishing the Psychical Research Society with testimony 
of communications received by himself from the spirits of 
dead persons, on the truth of which he is prepared te stake 
his whole reputation. And now a book, entitled, ‘Do the 
Dead Return?’ published by Mr. Fisher Unwin, has just 
appeared by ‘A Clergyman of the Church of England,’ full 
of statements of personal experiences, which he challenges 
the deniers of an existence after death toexplain. He declares 
in his preface that up to some three years since he had 
‘sh the generally received opinions respecting the 
phenomena commonly described under the term Spiritualism, 
and had ascribed them partly to self-delusions and subjective 
impressions of particular minds, partly to fraud and trickery.’ 
Being subsequently led to investigate the subject for himself, 
he declares that, in company with friends whose intelligence 
and probity were beyond question, he has received messages 
from ‘the so-called dead’ by rappings, by writing, fac-stmiles 
of some of which he has reproduced in his book, aud by the 
spoken voice. Once, by the latter method, ‘for nearly two 
consecutive hours a deeply-interesting conversation, respecting 
the present and the future life and the subject of spirit 
intercourse, was thus carried on between the living and “the 
dead,” until the power failed, and the voices, with parting 
reetings, died away.’ In addition to this, he testifies to 
having seen, in company with a number of trusted fellow- 
witnesses, the materialisation of some departed friends, 
whose features were recognised, and who gave other unmis- 
takable evidence of their identity. Gleams and flashes of 
light, and what might be described as ‘tongues of fire,’ at 
times were among the signs of spiritual presences. Those 
with whom they thus communicated were of various degrees 
intelligence, some showing great mental capacity. Once, 
‘some ‘exceedingly complex and metaphysical questions’ 
$ ; ‘the answers of the spirits were at all times 
and comprehensive, and so quick that the question was 
ormulated before the answer came, on each separate 
h extraordinary precision, lucidity, and exactness 
> The writer, after describing the ‘ materialisa- 
cone, says, * i£ scems to me somewhat childish, after such 
Vence, to waste time in seeking to disperse the doubts of 


id the pure, and the search for phenomena 
(ment or excitement hunters may easily 
vil consequences, But 
-PURITY AND GOODNESS 
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thering together of a number of 
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flatly deny to man any knowledge of the unscen, are now 
| being squarely challenged on their own ground. The agnos- 


tics must either explain these phenomena or abate their own 
pretensions. 


investigation and for a scientific verdict. 


ne deniers of the age have a plainly defined issue put before 
them. 


The theme is ripe for a thoroughly scientific 
The gainsayers 


The New Testament is a record of spiritual phenomena 
and revelation. We are told these things are incredible because 
nothing answering to them is producible now, Tt is for mate- 
rialistic agnosticism, in the light of what is declared to be 
actually going on in our midat, to prove that statement,” 


ro 


“DO THE DEAD RETURN!" 


By W. T. SrzA». 
ConsIDERING that it is over two years since Professor Oliver 
Lodge, then president of the Physical section of the British 
Association, is reported to have said that he could no longer 
resist the conviction that the permanency of the individual 
after death could be as scientifically demonstrated as other 
natural phenomena, it is surprising that we have had to wait 
so long for any expression of opinion on this subject from 
the clergy of the Church of England. Professor Barrett 
told me twelve months ago that he was perfectly satisfied, 
after many years of very careful observation ofthe phenomena, 
the existence of which was beyond dispute, that the per- 
manence of the individual after death, and also the possi- 
bility of at least occasional communication from beyond the 
grave, was incontrovertibly established. He said more—he 
declared that he always told his Positivist friends that if they 
would give six months to the examination of the evidence, 
bestowing upon it the same attention that they would give to 
the elucidation of, say, the physiology of a frog or the habits 
of an earthworm, they would be irresistibly driven to the 
same conclusion as that at which he had arrived. The 
evidence as to spirit identity is so copious, and the facts are 
so accessible, and there is such a broad field for endless fresh 
experiment, thut after such declarations by men of such emin- 
ence, itis difficult to understand why there should be such a 
reluctance on the part of the religious world to recognise the 
facts. It might have been thought that the professors of a 
religion which is based on the foundation-stone of communi- 
cations made from the invisible world to dwellers in this 
material universe, and which has as its scriptures a collection 
of books which are saturated from cover to cover with the 
idea of spirit presence, spirit return, spirit guardianship, and 
spirit inspiration, would at least have shown a sympathetic 
interest in the subject. So far from this being the case, the 
subject has been boycotted in the pulpit with a severity 
which does not say much for the readiness of the modern 
cleric to examine all things, aud prove all things, to say 
nothing of trying the spirits in order to find out, whether 
they are angels and ministers of light, or whether they are 
goblins damned, 

This little book, by a clergyman of the Church of 
England, who, naturally enough, shrinks from appending his 
name, marks the beginning of the break-up of the long frost 
of silence, We shall have plenty of books like it from all 
sections of the Christian Church before long, and it is to be 
hoped that the subject will be discussed by all subsequent 
disputants with the fairness and commou-sense which 
characterises the pages of “Do the Dead Return!” There 
is nothing in the book that is novel to those who have 
bestowed any attention upon the subject. Ret, one 
messages, of which he gives samples, are of no intrinsic im- 

rtance, and the value lies in the testimony which is given 
y an honest, although anonymous, clergyman of the fact that 
in a circle, composed of himself and half-a-dozen friends, 
words were written on a piece of paper placed in the centre 
of the table without any human sade guiding the pencil. 
His third chapter deals with sittings in which voices of in- 
visible speakers were heard in all parts of the room, voices 
which carried on an active conversation for two consecutive 
hours, The clorgyman does not mention the medium in 
whose presence he sat, but if, as seems probable, it was Mra. 
Everitt, there can be no doubt as to the high character of 
the medium or the impossibility of any ventriloquial trick. 
er deals with the more debatable subject of 
of materialisations. - Ido not for a 
i stake place. I have 
, I should not expect 
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Perhaps the most important part of the book is the con- VOICES FROM THE PEO PLE. 


cluding chapter, in which he discusses whether or not it i5 | rj, gyitor is not responsible for the opinions ondan. 
wicked to have any dealings with friends on the other side. letters will have the preference. Pecrnalitics marie aeui] 


Of course, the ready answer to all such assertions by those 

who are weak in their faith is that it is wicked. The ROBINSON STREET SOCIETY, BURNLEY, AND ITS 

supreme act of unbelief is to face your facts. Those who SPEAKERS. 

refuse frankly to recognise existence of phenomena because they cede mae De pas ago I ets md a friend that it was 
< . : generally unders' amongst speakers that this society w ious ti 

are afraid that they would be fi atal to some belice} of their own, get its speakers away home after service on ro i night Hd MS 


prove at once that their faith is no faith, but a mere semblance expense, 1 mentioned the report to our committee, and they are 
naturally anxious that such an unfounded impression should be 


of a faith. Wf they have really grasped the truth which is | 

from God, how can they fear that any facts or phenomena MR as re oet a a D fact in the roat majority 
" * T 1 0l cases 18 iess expensive 1 e loedium stays overnig: t so far as th 

permitted by God should be destructive to their faith? It society is concerned than if they return home the same night. Daring 


is, of course, possible, after due consideration, deliberately to the visit of any speaker our earnest desire is to make them aa comfort. 
able as we possibly can, and, so far from wishing to drive them away at 


come to the conclusion, as apparently Father Clarke, of the 

Society of Jesus, has done, that the phenomena are genuine, | once, we shall be very glad to find accommodation for any one of our 

but that they are the work of the devil. Nothing is more | ® noe er desire to “etd e e, e we wish is that we 
^ ^ x |a ave suficient warning, that we may make the necessary arrange- 

astounding an the easy-going way in which many good | ments,—Yours fraeecally : W. NATOA Bec, id 

people now-a-days imitate the example of those who said of 37, North Street, Burnley. 

our Lord, He casteth out devils by Beelzebub, the Prince of Feb, 10, 1893, 

the Devils, The Jews, too, resorted to that very easy FROM GOD OR THE DEVIL! 

p tion of tbe miracles of our and justified them- Dzan Sie, —From the articles " Growing Alarmed " and “ Another 


ves much the same way as Father Clarke does to-day, and | Rey, Parker," it appears that the responsible persons in places of 
trust are finding out that the old creeds are beginning to go to 


many others who do not reason the thing out as Father 
Clarke has done. Yet it has been held by a large portion | the “dogs,” and that something must be done. The younger mem. 
of the Christian Church that the sin against the Holy | bam of the community seem to be straying away from their 
Ghost, the sin which was never to be forgiven either in this allegiance. Why are the parsons &o frightened a ut members o 
, gr ey their churches fampering with Spiritualism? Is it because they are 
world or the next, was none other than that of ascribing to the | afraid of being left in the lurch? All this controversy between 
devil L which were in reality the work of the Holy ministers and Spiritualists will lead people to find out for themselves, 
Spiri. No one, I suppose, would seriously bold that view | rero st epe Son or thas mould rail loce against Spiritual. 
to-day; but the example and the warning might at least | This attack of Christians against Spiritualists reainds me of a short 
deter unscrupulous critics from asserting that any phenomena | anecdote about a Golatirated divine who once told hie congregation 
which seem to make a hole in any of. their favourite | about a certain old woman who was starving, and two young fellows 
us are of necessity the work of the devil. mus fo Lise a game at her eer ; so in m Behe ney put some 
P waves, ete., down the chimne must add that the woman was 
What is the test of these things, spart from their | savised to ray for help at night, Sies by the morn her neque would 
scientific truth 1 There is only one test for Christians—that | be granted). In the morning the two young fellows called at the old 
which is laid down in the Scriptures, By their fruits shall | woman's house, and asked her if her prayers had been granted, She 
ye know them. You must test the spirits in order to dis- replied, Sid i rw bbe gong atl ae put the p 
; : ; : wn the chimney in the night!” “ Weel,” said the old woman, "€ 
cover whether they testify that which is M accordan Pe with sent it if the devil Scoti it!" We can see that the attack against 
the inspired teaching of our Lord. At this point it is well | Spiritualism is for the best, and more than likely a form of Providence, 
to quote what our author gives as the result of his E Vues D emis ed Eo STUBEINGS. 
: experience ;— ; Broseley Vi reen, N., Jan. 1, : 
a ; [Please write on one side of the paper only.] 
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1 have personally never heard a statement from the spirit world 
, Meer rr. be in - às hostile 5 the pure es simple ae | RE FEDERATION WORK. 
1 spin tie Lh ved a communication respecting Dear Srg,—Singularly enough your leader in The Two Worlds issue 
ore The vents re ermest dM rur it t rd ie of Jan. Blab, struck a similar aioe & that which has been playing in my 
p spiri € Lege mind for some months past, viz. a centre round which our movement 


Mosen img Gal tlt eh ts amore oun Et ail mea ul vo 
E ES : $ re " remain as we have been, and are in a condition 
oot errors aod míromnooptions which a narrow and one-sided | reor prine yrs in « printing office, We will never become a concrete 

body until some such centre is devised and established. Bub then, the 


haa introduced. the necessity of a more spiritual 
sid lom rechanial interpretation o the Holy Scripture. They make | grand difficulty ix the conception of such a one as would meet the 


far greater denisnda upon our life and conduct than very many of the 
PS Pier rnm Del | approval aud support of the majority. I have attempted to solve 
teachers ila cep erage th eal the ai dee ee AMA conto to Me It is not what we 
: à ies sa | wou e to ses, but what would meet the present existing circum: 
the exceedingly emall interest which | stances. ‘There's the rub! Perbapa it is prelates (conditions making 
it so) to attempt working to thin point, as two existing influences go 
aint it, viz., those opposing organisations aud those opposed (in deed 
at any rate) to the (assumed) fetters of religious sentimenta, "Ihe dis- 


[ter ' enacting of same ab Conference, 

the head ae at present, it should rather occupy 
cre cec Ei 
ect and. me present difficulties rving. 
y and the honour of having done it, — Fraternally 
Pty (^ Waimana Kea, 
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in Mrs. Cooper's letter, “I have no sympathy with orthodox teachings 
and creeds,” after speaking of faith in atonement as “the one bright 
hope" she supposes Mr, Moody realised. lonce thought so too, but Í 
now see I never believed it I assented as multitudes do, but that is 
wide as eternity from having faith in it. The Spiritualist knows there 
is no hell or devil, or angry God, for he has had satisfactory communi- 
cations from many who are now in the experience of the higher life ; 
aud while the orthodox Christian may anticipate death with joy or 


sadness from various causes, the true Spiritualist knows that under any 
and every circumstance to “die is gain,” 


Mrs. Cooper's supposition 
that Mr. Moody was sustained by his faith is contrary to evidence. So 
also I think is her statement that many die happy resting on the atone- 
ment; this I should say is unproven. Admitting the happiness in some 
cases, | believe it more often arises from dear departed ones thought to be 
dead returning and proving they are "alive for evermore,” and that 
* because they lice we shall live also." ~ As to selfishness in anticipation 
of early rest, this is no necessity. The weary husbandman dreads not, 
nor selfishly pines for cheery home. The storm-tossed mariner is not 
selfish in anticipating his own quiet fireside, nor does he shrink from 
(much less) dread the landing and home reception. To me the 
attitude of each one of us should be (may be), when disenthralled from 
(so-called) Ohristian dogmas, exemplified by the school boy waiting for 
the holiday, no darkness clouding the scene, except the counted hours 
that must intervene. Bevan HARRIS. 


[This discussion must now cease.] 
THE PRESERVATION OF LIFE AND PROPERTY. 

Dear Siz.—lIn Mr. Ainsworth's paper on “Biblical Ethics,” in 
your issue of Feb, 3rd, I find two paragraphs which are practically an 
attack on Socialism, and to which I beg to take exception. He starts 
out with the proposition that the two fundamental principles upon 
which our social existence depends are—the preservation of life, and 
the protection and preservation of property. I would ask, in reference 
to the preservation of life, in how far does modern society recognise 
this principle?  * "Dr. Playfair says that 18 per cent of the children 
of the upper classes, 36 per cent of the tradesman’s class, and 55 per 
cent of those of the workmen die before they reach five years of age." 
* The same autbority states, " At present the average age at death 
among the nobility, gentry, and professional classes in England and 
Wales is 55 years; but among the artizan classes of Lambeth it only 
amounts to 29 years; and whilst the infantile death-rate among the 
well-to-do classes is such that only eight children die in the first year 
of life out of 100 born, as many as 30 per cent succumb at that age 
among the children of the poor in some districts of our large cities, 
"The only real cause of this enormous difference in the rich and poor, 
with respect to their chances of existence, lies in the fact that at the 
bottom of society wages are so low that food and other requisites of 
health are obtained with too great difficulty.” I think the above quota- 
tions sufficiently show that this main principle of social existence is not 
recognised by modern society, and also that— 


“ Health is a thing that money can buy, 
And the rich they live, whilst the poor they dic.” 


o produce it, that Socialism 
, Nihilism, and Communism 


ou in anticipation, 
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(Reports must be as brief as posrible and delivered at this office by the 
FIBST post on Tuesday to secure insertion, 


Correrspmdents arc 
respensible for the statements they make, not the Editor.) 


WORLDS. 


ASHINGTOS. Memorial Hall —Mr. J. Wilson was well received by 


a good company. Chairman and speaker, under control, interested the 
audience by a display of “tongues.” “These signs shall follow." 
Strangers are still coming in. 

ASHTON.—Miss Garside delivered good addresses on “ The Gift of 
God is Eternal Life," and “Is Spiritualism a comfort to man?” Clair- 
voyance very clear.—J. H. M. 

ATTERCLIFFE.— Feb. 8: Mr. Inman's guides treated subjects from 
the audience in a masterly manner. Peychometry well appreciated. 
12: A splendid day. Mr. C. Shaw dealt ably with subjecta from the 
audience. Clairvoyance all recognised .—J. G. 

BEIGHTON.—À good meeting. Mr. Mason's (of Sheffield) controls 
gave a very nice address, Clairvoyance fully recognised.—W, H. S, 

BIRMINGHAM, Camden Street Mr. Smythe spoke on “Does 
Spiritualism reveal the Logos or Divine Word!" Logos meaning life, 
light, and divinity. The Chinese had a Bible which taught them 
morality and good truths long before our Bible came into existence. A 
grand discourse, and enjoyed by all. 

BIRMINGHA, Oozells Street.—Evening: An attentive audience 
listened to an impressive address by Mr. Oakes. Mr. Dutton gave au 
interesting reading. Solo by Miss Davis. Mr. Bradley, who has 
rendered much assistance, presided efficiently at the harmonium, All 
efforts were highly appreciated, 

BraACEBURN, Freckleton Street.—Mr, Tetlow lectured on * Hamlet's 
Mistake,” and “Christ's Affirmation.” Good discourses, giving much 

ood for thought. Fair psychometry.—J. T. 


BRADFORD. 448, Manchester Koad.—Mr. Marsden being ill, two 


of our members came forward. Mrs. Fred Schofield spoke well on “ Speak 
Gently.” 


Good clairvoyance by Miss Marsden, and psychometry by 
Mrs. Webster, All recognised, 

Braprorp, Norton Gate—Mrs. Hunt's guides spoke well on 

* Take courage ; all is for the best,” and “Sow in the morn thy seed." 
Sorry our medium is weak, and hope Spiritualist friends will give her 
more strength. Clairvoyance very good by Mrs Mason. Sorry to 
inform you that one of our oldest Spiritualists in Bradford, Mrs, 
Wheatley, passed to the higher life on Sunday at 7 p.m.—E, H. 

Bricsouss. Martin Street.—Mr. Wainwright could not attend 
and Miss Crowther's guides spoke on “ Has our Father God the same 
power to-day as he had in days gone by!” and “Is Jesus the Saviour 
of mankind ?” was most ably dealt with at night, Clairvoyance mostly 
recognised. Societies, do not let this promising young medium be idle, 
she has good talents.—J. Shaw, cor. sec. 

BuRNLEY. Robinson Street.— Mrs, J. A. Stansfield’s guides spoke 
on “ Heaven is here," and “ Life is onward.” Both addresses were well 
appreciated. Evening service crowded. Successful clairvoyance. 

BunLEY. 102, Padibum Road.—Mrs, Best's clairvoyant descrip- 
tions were very successful, nearly all being recognised. Many strangers 
convinced that their loved ones live after the change called death. 

CanDIFF.—Feb. 5: Mr, Rd. Phillips gave an excellent address, and 
the third annual general meeting of members was held to receive 
report and accounts and to elect new'executive for 1893, Much satis- 
faction was felt at the increased number of members and the increasing 
interest taken in the meetings by outsiders, 12: Address by Mr, E. 
Adams upon “ The consolations of Spiritualism,” After séance led by 
Miss F. Dunn.—E. A. 

Darnwen.—Mr. J. Walsh lectured to large audiences on "Scenes 
from the Summerland, or an hour with a Spiritual Clairvoyant,” and 
' Our Father's House," describing the beauty of the spirit spheres with 
great clearness. Clairvoyance and psychometry good. 

Dewsnory. Bond Street — A good day with Mr, Dawson, of 
Leeds. He came to our teaparty on Saturday, and gave very good 
delineations. We had a very enjoyable evening. 

FELLING. Hall of Progress.—Feb. 5; Our lady friend gave a 
splendid address on “Temperance,” showing the evils that drink 
attained, and the misery that it brought. She was higbly applauded, 
This question should be more frequently brought before our audiences, 
and a harder and faster line drawn among our ranks 12: Mr. 
Weightman related how he became a Spiritualist, which was very 
interesting and instructive, 

FoLEsHILL.—Mrs. Groom's guides took subjects from the audience, 
viz, "The Rise and Fall of the Intellect of Man," and “ Education of 
the Soul" The teachings of orthodox believers are not satisfactory to 
thinking men respecting the soul and the hereafter. - Much depended 
on our own actions in developing those gifts that lie within us.—W. C. 

HarrrAx.—Never in my experience has our room been so tightly 
packed as last Sunday, and almost as many turned away, showing how 
much we need more commodious premises. Mrs. Green spoke on “The 
pum truths of Spiritualism” and “The past and future of Spiritual- 

" in a most eloquent manner. Her next visit at our harvest 
festival will be eagerly anticipated. Mrs. Hoyle addressed a good 
audience on Monday in aid of the old folks’ treat. —F. A. M, 
Heroxmonpwiks. Blanket Hall Street, —Mrs. France's 


excellent addresses and startling clairvoyant descriptions. 


des gave 
on the line of march, and intend ma 


e are now 
g a revolution in the camp of 


Pei Lady mediums, send your open dates to the above 


[kv Mossfield.—Mrs, Gray gave good lectures, and her 
'r gave good clairvoyance. 
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25 or 26 descriptions, mostly fully recognimwd. Good paychometry, 


showing the shortcomings of ortkodory in contrast with an enlightened 
Bpiritzalarr A plezant sepre wz s solo by Mr. Walis, eweetiy | Vote of thanks was given for her gratuitous aervice. PSA s great i 
and effectively rewiered, griniog the applane: of & large audience. sees Mies Browns aang, in good style, "The Shelleof the Ocean" | 
Lama $= Poyebological Hell —F-b i2: An impressive service waa | and “Daddy.” Miss Merkon s Auto-harp soloa gave great eatinfaction | 
beld im memory of our iste brother, John Samuel Dodzahun, who | Mr D. Boro received great applanse for song», “The Sorrows of Death” i 
passed to the higher ile om Fe {£ A most teaching discourse was | and "The Old Minstrel" Mr. Victor Wyides recited with his wawal | 
i by Mr. Newton, which comeed our hearts to throb with | ability, “Eugene Aram's Dream.” 6-30: Mr. Wyldes lectared upon ] 
with the dear ones left behind. I pever was present ata mors | “The €— Beauties of Mediumship.” Monday: " Psychometric i 

sacred meeting The cosecling teachings of Spiritesiiem were feelingly | science, ite use beneta" ; conciuding with marvellous peychometey 

and were Extened to with rapt attention, many of the Orpsax Partha Place. — Afternoon: Mre Reunite bed hr 
i r Lsteni i remarks on solo rendered by Mr. Barker, " When the mista have rolled | 

with our experience sè the funeral we ali felt that for once | away,” and on "Is Spiritusliem a religion!” Striking clairvoyant tests, 
i in broti $ 3 Weil sung duet by Mia Piston and Mr. Barker. Large audiences. 

Ornzmax. Bartlam Place—9, Good clairvoyance by Mr. B. Plant, 


succeeded im winning the aympatby amd gocdwill of ticae strange to | 
cur showing that we are Spiritualita at heart, sharing Osserr. Queen Street. Mr. T. H. Barraclough gave address on | 
each other's sorrow, Suck [ believe was the opinion of all; i fact, it Eos Spirttualiam " sud “What has Spiritualsm given in place 

n Ci &y 1" 


et ee decime to believe the Spiritgazatz to bea PuxpLETOS.—Very successiu] meeting, Room “crammed.” Janet | 
; they bere not shows themselves to be axi [n | Baileg'sciirroyance was remarkable. Report next week. | 
: Tren from ita members’ sick fand Bawrexstatt — Federation meetinz on Saturday a succes. The 
(toogi anal) tbe whole of the íands ic hand to help outaide Spiri- | addresses of Miss Walker, Mesarz. Tetlow and Johnston were muck | 
datrem In mak for better recoguitiom | eujoged by a large audience. Mr. Palmer presided, ma usual, etficientdg, I | 
for Socuty workers, aud suggest that all fature complaints be lodged | Sunday, instructive addremes by Mr. Rowling's guidea. "Time and 
i the : is | ice relation to the after-life" especially intercating, Pasychometcix | 


with the eecretery and noz with public. The secret of success ix 
ocistio, amalgamation, xod federation. If Spiritualiets would rally | delineations. 
found the workers zod theame!ves become workers, we might do nach RocspaLE Regent Hall — Although unwell Mias PateSeid charmed 
United we stand; divided we fall her audiences with ber easy-flowing eloquen:e on “ If a man dics, shal} 
Lexma. 67$ Birert—Mis Crutzhley'a guides gave a | be live again |" and " Do spirits return, and what is their mission }” 
very interesting lecture om “Is God s Jast God |" A nod Mir clearly proving that spirits return, aa they bave ever done, and thew 
motoz Pleased to eei sumber of strangere. —P. C. G. mission is to reform the world, to make homes happy, cheerful, and 
Lows. 3211, New Read —Evening: Mr. Long gave | bright.—3J. B. * 
sm instractive lecture ca “ Does Spirituals support Chritianity !" HocHDALz. Penn Street.— Mr». Brooks, of Oldham, showed thas 
a people are w afraid to bear anything outwide tbe Courch. | words im jest sometimes cut or pierce like an arrow, and words 
beencse men and womes acd think and act for our- | spoken iiy wil offen ring Gack the erring: oue to the fold Evesing 
Perry, amt. tec. sabject, “God moves in a mysterious way, dealt with very nicely, Very 
good clairvoyant ipti audiences. —J. E. 
Sanday: Mr. RocmpaLe Water Street —7 : Mr. G. F. Manning spoke on “Is 
chap. x, verses | Spiritualism worth living for]" Large and attentive audiences. Very 


bad not negatived | om "Faith" and “The Power of Prager." Good audiences. Good 

clairvoyance and pey —4. Q. 

gom nig nal] SuxrrixgL.D. Holla Bridge Street —6 ; Our local mediam s, 
(Mr. C. Shaw) controls dealt with several questions from the audiencs 


y: 
given to inquirera two local mediume Mr. Henery’s 
ou “ Universal Love," and Mr. J. G. Gray's gnide named 
of Mr. and Mre. Griffiths, spirit name “ Beam of Light,” amd 
on “Innocence.” Usual after mesting | 


spiritual food sad, 
Though me : Leal | 
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HrnuzzszIXLD. Brook Street—Pair attendance. The ware of 
infcenza appears to be making ite efect upon the attendance. The 
mual programme was pleasantly gone through. Profitable and 
interesting group lemons were enjoyed. Lyceum chased by Mr. 
Chappell.—J. B. 


Maxcursrra. Ardwick. Tipping Street—A «most enjoyable 
enin, the Lest for some time. Mr. Jonea conducted, and desired 
panctuaity; Mr. A. Brown at tbe organ, About 40 present, 
including officers. Recitations by Mises R. H. Jones «zd M. Whelan, 
and Master» G. E. and A. Lister. Marching and calisthenics well gne 
throuzh by Mesra Sunkinand Sime. Prayer by Mre. Lister —J. W.S, 
MascuyxsrER. Collyhurst Read —Moderste attendance. Chain 
Recitations by Mr. Cooling, Richard Hagztt, Harold 
and James Carr; a dialogue nicely rendered by Annie Wilson 
and Lottis Whitehead. Groups formed: Banner and phrenology. 
Dieumion class. astro’ continued. Nert Sandsy a paper by Mr. 
McMorry- Chairman, Mr. Crutchiey.—A. H. 
Maxcurstze. Moes Side. — Hecitations by Mises A and L 
, Furness, and Master L. Morgan. Redi by J. W. 


DEC 5 . G. J. Johnson gave an 
instructive address on “ Phrenology ."—J. B. L. 


meet."—J. B. 
Sroczrozt.—Mr. Ormerod made valuable remarks, giving full 


PROSPECTIVE ARRANGEMENTS. 
A Momu wants & room, to hold circles, near Manchester or 
on. Sir sitters —Addresa W. W., Two Worlds’ oiez. [Apv1.] 
—Feb. 26, Mr. E. W. Wallis. 19-20, " Counting the Cost” 
“ Hesven and hell—where are they }” 27 : Tea at 6. Entertain- 
ment st 7-20. Tickets 6d. Entertainment Zi 
PLaACKPOOL.—F eb. 19, a£ 16, Coop Street, at 2-20 and 6-20 —speaker, 
Mr.J. Walsh. 24, at 21, Victoria Street Any mediums desirous of ren- 
riu Merc = MW Hometh 4 serrer 
1 secretary, ^ 48, Belmont Avenue, Blackpool 
Bouros. Bradford Btreet—Feb. 25: Social entertainment at 
EE Landi Reati” by Mr- Ormrod. Refreshmenta 
provided. zá 


T. W. 
b. Bertini. 
Hall Street Rooms—March 4: Tes at 
of heads, hands, 


64. : 
Saunier come ca Man snd religion.” Silver 
vert ioc ided on Sanday, 4d. 

Hucxuompwixe. Thomas St—Feb. 25 : Tea at 4-20, entertain- 


83 
NarosaL Peoezatios.—Propaganda meetings. Pendleton Hall, 
Cobden Street Feb. 20, at 2pm: Speaker, Madame Henr; Mra 
J. A. StamsGeld, and Mr. J. C. Waedonaid. 


: CLirzoyanes. Qnesticns 
invited. Chairman, Mr. J. J. More. 

Oromi, Partiam Place —Feb. 19: Mr. J. B. Tetlew. At 2, 
“Se. Panis desire ;" at 8-20, " The affirmation o£ Jews.” Peyehometry 
after each address. 

Otomsm. Temple, PS A—19, Mr. E. Ragner will sing “Thou 
art not alone" and “God Created Man.” air “In Native Worth” 
(Creation); abo the Oldham PRorengh Temperance Brass Band will 
play several piece» Mr. E. W. Wallis, at 3, "The Goepel of Cheer” 
6-20, “ Do the Dead Return 1" l 

Exv. C. Wane willeeture at Nottingham Masonic Hall, February 
28 and 27, and at Walsall om March 4. =: 

Rocapatz Regent Hall— Tea-party and comert on Feb. 12. Mr. 
Hepworth, humorist, and tbe following loeal talent wil zmis :— 
Soprano, Miss Turzer;. bars, Mr. E. Spencer; reciter», Mesmera Beck, 
Bunt, and Bemiori; mlo violin, Mme E. Clegr Trinity College, 
London; sclo pianiat and secompaciet, Mr. Pred Barker, London 
College of Music, Tickets for tea and oomeert—adalta Td, children, 54; 
after (by programme)—adulta 44, children 34 —F. B. 

SHEFFIELD. Cutlery’ Hall —Coarersazione and ball, March 17. 
Spiritualists, mesmerists, thecrophinta, axtrolegista, cemitims, etr. 
promise help Experimenta. Tickets 2+, double 3s. Gi Exntertain- 
ment, 7-20 to 2am ; dancing, 9 to 2 am. 

Tar Pstcurc Caveca.—services of the stove church are held 
regularly every Sanday evening at the small ball (Alters Hall), Virgil 
Street, Caznean Screet, Liverpool, at 7, when broad-minded, intelligent, 
and reverent enquirers may attend, and will be welcome —[ An71.] 

Trsz Docx.—Social Saturday, Feb. 25, 6 pm Admission 8d. 
Refreshments at moderate charge. 


PASSING EVENTS AND COMMENTS. 


A SrzCIAL ÜrTER to new readers — We will mppiy you with Tie ^ 
Teo Worlds, post free, for 24 weeks for 2/5. 
A Pork Coven will be med when your subscription hae terminated. 
"Tuz Courss Dar" for Februar; mainteins the high standard of 
John Page Hopps’s excellent monthly. I: deserves a wide circulatioc. 
Wa regret that Mr. Hainhow, the active secretary of the Strasford 
Society, is cnwell, and wiih him speedy recovery. 
ExigHiET.—The Sanday Services are being attended * better than 
T Many strangers present. This m one effect of the Asherolt 
advertiment 
“Tex Liczcx Baswen™ for February is an excellent number ami 
contains a free supplement, in which the first instalment of the Wesley 
letters relatmg to the spirit phenomena which occurred sè Epworth 
is given to the readers. 


aniijcs every oue, but cannot elongate our columnar 
Short letters, please 

Ove Posrat Mrsios.—We hare received a donation of 2x 6d. 
from 
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initiated ! The idea is as preposterous as it is presumptuous and mis 
lending. The assumption of superiority and a sort of divine right to 
guide, dictate, and generally “boss” the so-called “uninitiated” is 


ita way, and that many society magnets nre converts, Let as out our- 
solves adrift from Socialistic follies, and level up the cause intellectually; 
and wo shall win many of the older investigators, and ennble the 


many educated people who are now pursuing their investigations in 
private to boldly declare themselves Spiritualism comes ns a consoler 
to All, both rich and poor, religious and materialistic" This journal is 
not on the lines of existipg papers, but we can wish well to every effort 
to aid our cause, E. W. Allen, 4, Ave Maria Lane, is the publisher. 

“Ar a WesLEYAN Carat lately, the minister called the woman 

mentioned in 1 Samuel xxviii, ‘a poor old witch.’ I have never been 
able to attend any of your circles, but from what I read in The Two 
Worlds, I should think her far better and wiser than the poor old 
Wesleyan minister who was taking her for his text. She is spoken of 
as 'a woman’ in the Bible, the word witch has been inserted by the 
translators into the chapter heading and page head lines, She appears 
to have been what is now called a medium.—A Looker at Both Sides.” 

A KIND CORRESPONDENT sends us the following quotation from No, 
1,505, Vol, XLL, of the Young Ladies’ Journal, under the heading 
"Grains of Gold ":—" May we look among the band of ministering 
apirita for our own departed onsa? Whom would God be more likely 
to send us! Have we in heaven a friend who knew us to the heart's 
core—a friend to whom we have unfolded our soul, in its secret 

to whom we have confessed our weaknesses, and deplored our 
fa? If we are to have ministering spirits, who better adapted f 
ave we not memories which correspond to auch a belief?" 

Tux cremor in this part of the world, Henbury, Bristol, are 
especially fond of bringing in the word sing, We are used to the 
beloved word from ten to fifty times in one sermon. Fancy my surprise 
at not hearing it once in a recent sermon, The text was, " And there 

We are gently given to under- 


shall be no night, neither darkness.” 
stand that if we are good we shall have eternal reat, and at the same 
We shall see 


time eternal work, singing " Glory, glory to the Lamb," 
ere will be no sickness, no trouble, or any 


Him in all His glory. 
diaturbance, Spiritualiste will be sorry to hear that evening services in 
the English churches are a repetition of what heaven shall be, Amen. 

. Dn. A. T. PzansoN ow DuwogTALITY.—He said; You have 
nob buried Charles H. Spurgeon. [t makes very little difference to him 
Dalm do with his body. You might bury it or burn it, or sink it 
into the depths of the sea, or tear it atom from atom and scatter it to 
tho winds of heaven, Ho is indifferent as to what you doto hia body, 
for he i» not there, The dust haa returned to the earth, and the spirit 
unto the God who gave it. The ear that rejoiced in the sound of 
the music of friendly voices now hears better music than ever is heard 
on earth; and the hand that io so many ways con'ributed—in the 
gmp of friendship and the masterly handling of the pen—dissolved in 

ust, But the energies that controlled that hand, and the mind that 
flowed through EM have left their record, and the noontide of the 
glory that is bey has burst on his astonished vision. You have 
Dot buried Spurgeon, and I defy you to do it. You could not reach 
im e bury him. He has evaded your grasp, and the indeatructible 
survives, 
To ConnzwPONDENTS, — A. F, Colborne and Jane Gomereuall, 
Wo agree with your sentimenta and practically said what you say ; but 
Mà wlated nt the time our columns are not open for further discussion in 
that direction. Your views will be expressed in one of Mr. Robertson's 
forthico articles, Every branch of knowledge and reform comes 


ming 
within the scope of the truth-seeking Spiritualist, and every individual 
is: Yes; very much would 


in entitled to his own opinions,—Bevan 
depend on the number you requíre,—Mrs. Allen, per J. Lamont: Many 
thank»; will print in a week or two—Friends sending letters for 
“Voilcea"’ page will ponge by being brief, and letting us have their com- 
Saturday for the following Friday, Literary 


munications nob later 
communications ahould be sent nine or ten 


biication. Articles about a column in len 
Ln . Will use shortly. Thank you.—A. 


bi 
"I, 


mo en 
infer is quite another 
t tion 


a in advance of date of 
cau be inserted earlier 


ones.— Wr, Morris. 
‘en ; nob bad idea, Will use in due course, —4A, F, Tindall, 
Must walt t] next week for larger type. 
' ROHY Mr. Frank Podmore has been inter- 
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characteristic of priests, clergymen, and ministers alike, We deny 
their claims, and protest against their attempts to patronise ard adopt 
the facta which they have hitherto repudiated with scorn and derision 
Every earnest, thoughtful, level-headed and experienced Spiritualist in 
eapable of deciding for himself and drawing hia own conclusions, 
Spirits who bring messages of comfort and impart strength and inspir- 
tion to those they bleas by their influence are as much the angels of 


God (namely, message-bearers) as were the spirita who spake to Moses, 
The value of the communication depends upon 


Samuel, Jesus, or Paul, 

its nature. Asa rule we receive what we make conditions for and find 
what we seek, . [t is a revelation if it reveals or enlightens. Ib is ap 
inspiration if it inspires and strengthens, [tis a Comforter if it relieves 
from fear and gladdena the heart with joy, and it is Divine if it arouses 


into active expression the higher self in the recipient. 
DARWEN.—Preliminary announcement. The ladies intend to hold 


a grand bazaar in aid of the new building fund, and will be very 
thankful for any offering toward the above object. 
Why all thia fuss if it 


Tux Newsrarens are full of Spiritualism. 
is dying out? Maskelyne and Cumberland are exposing their ignorance 


and winning cheap advertisement, and Hermann follows suit with an 
absurd article in the Cosmopolitan. "Those who have read in The Two 
Worlds Mr. Robertson's able resumé of the occurrencea,at Rochester 
will know at once that the conjuror is ignorant of the facte, and 
presumes upon the ignorance of his readers in exactly the same manner 


as do his fellow craftamen referred to already. 
“Tue Comtna Day" began 1893 with a slight decline. Some of 


its best friends are “dead ;" some are now poor; some who are rich 
‘ 


have come to dislike ita democratic tone; some think there is “nob 
enough for the money ;" some “friends of religious liberty all the 


world over” never understood the liberty of Lea Hurst, and do nob 
relish the #piritual horizons of Norwood Hill Ib is unfortunate, for 
nothing can be altered. Horizons cannot be contracted to suit chapel 
walls, and the fresh breezes cannot be tempered to the shorn sectarian 
lamb, On the other hand, we know that many in almost every part of 
the world have been consoled and guided by The Coming Day, that 
many have been saved from agnosticism and peasimism by it, and that 
ib has brought light to the “ valley of the shadow of death,” It is for the 
friends of the really free relivious thought and true spiritual insight to 
take note of these things. The English-speaking world is being flooded 
with superstition and nonsense, and, to a painful extent, those who 
have found emancipation shrug their shoulders and cease to care. But 
there are some who do care, and who are resolute in their determina- 
tion not to let old pagan survivals and odious fears alone, Yet, not so 
numerous are these as to make it right that even one of the least of 
Heaven's messengera should be stifled or starved; and, indeed, while 
I have strength to work for it or money to pay for it, this messenger 
which concerns me now shall live and do its work. Only I do think 
that there must be maoy who, if they only knew, would be glad to 
welcome it, and to feel that they were helping it be strong and to serve, 
All that is wanted is a fresh and legitimate accession of readers, Will 
you, then, try The Coming Day fora year; or, as already a reader, 
will you speak of ib to others? 16 can be had, post free, for 3s. 6d. a 
enr, from J, Page Hopps, Oak Tree House, South Norwood Hill, 


ndon, S.E, 
IN MEMORIAM. 


February 8. The burial took place to-day, ab Cardiff, of Mr, A, W. 
Scott, aged 32, eldest son of Mr. R. Scott, one of our membera, Mrs, 
Green, of Heywood, who happened to be in Merthyr, kindly came down 


in order to conduct the funeral service.—R. P. 
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